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Some Examples of English Expressions 

 

LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS / ENGLISH EXPRESSIONS 

 

The expressions used here have been adapted from Urbanus (1992), Jones & Baeyer (1998)

 Greeting 

  Good morning / afternoon / evening Mr / Miss…. 

  How are you? 

 Introducing oneself 

  My name is ….. I am from …. travel agency. 

  It’s nice to meet you 

  Are you ready to go to ….?  

Are you Mr. and Mrs. ….? 

Asking for permission  

  Could I see your …… please? 

  Do you have …… with you? 

  Where are you going to ….? 

  How long will you …….? 

  Can I see your assignment for a moment? 

  Is this your …..? 

  Could I see your ……, please?  

 Expressing apology for inconveniences  

  I must apologize for being late. 

  I’ve got to apologize for the inconvenience caused by ….. 

  I’m very sorry for …………. 

  I’m afraid I have something to tell you, the …. 

Giving reasons 

  I was informed that the …. 

  We are sorry to inform you that the …. 

  We’d like to inform you that the …. 

Answering questions 

  Well, let me see if …. 

  I think…… 

 Getting more information 

  Could you tell me more about ….? 

  I’d like to know more about …. 

  I don’t understand why …. 

Offering to do something 

  Would you like to ….….? 

  I wonder if you’d like to …... 

Asking someone to do something 

  Do the exercises no…on page…… 

  Stand up and come forward please… 

 Giving suggestion and advice   

It would be better if you.. …. 
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  I suggest you to….  

I recommend you take the ….. 

  I strongly recommend you take …. 

  If  I were you, I would consider …. 

  Why don’t you …., then …. 

Asking for information about something 

 Could I have the ….? 

 Do you know about ....? 

 Who knows….tell to the class ….? 

Offering help 

What can I do for you? 

 If you don’t mind, I’ll …. 

Giving information 

 There’s a …. 

 Let me tell you, it is….. 

Instructing someone 

If you …. the first thing you have to do is …. 

 First of all, ..…. 

 Don’t forget to ….  

 And be careful with …. 

Asking about preferences  

 Would you prefer ….? 

 What …. would like, ….? 

Interrupting politely  

 I am sorry to interrupt, but …. 

 By the way, ……….? 

 I remind you of …. 

Making suggestions for dealing with problems 

 I think it might be a good idea to …. 

 Have you ever thought of ….? 

 You could always ….. 

 Why don’t you ….? 

Expressing disappointment 

 I’m not sure how to say this, but …. 

 It’s really a shame that …. 

 It’s too bad that …. 

Persuading someone 

 That’s true, but if you take …., you would …. 

 You are right, but it would be worthwhile ….. 

 I see what you mean, but if you …..…. 

Dealing with disappointment 

 Take it easy, it will …. 

 There’s no need to be very upset, …. will… 

 I am sorry to hear that, but …….. 

Asking someone’s opinions  
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 How do you know…? 

 What do you think about…? 

 What’s your opinion about…? 

Agreeing someone’s opinion 

 I agree to what you said about… 

 That’s what I was thinking about. 

 You made the point. 

 That’s right… 

Checking understanding 

 Are you still with me? 

 Do you see what I mean? 

 I know it’s complicated, but does it make sense to you? 

 Is it clear? 

Do you understand? 

Responding to questions 

 Well, let me see. It is …. 

 That’s interesting questions, it is…. 

Expressing enthusiasm 

 You are wonderful, look at what you are doing.  

 I think it’d be a good idea to …. 

etc. 


